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DeiCDataverse

Building a National Trusted 
Repository – The project

Application, governance… 



Agenda

1. The project

2. Status on main deliverables

• The DeiC Dataverse application

• Governance

• Training and anchoring
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Project purpose

• The purpose of the project is to establish a trusted data repository 
available to all researchers and Ph.D.- students across the universities 
in Denmark

• And hereby offer an easy and flexible way for researchers and Ph.D.-
students to publish, share and archive their research data so they fit 
the criteria for open and FAIR data
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3 main deliverables

The project does not deliver end-user implementation!
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Establishing the platform:

Containig design, 

development, documentation

and technical implementation

of the DeiC Dataverse 
platform and technical

infrastructure to fit demands

of a national TDR. 

Establishing the neccessary

linkage to the national 
solution for storage. 

Establishing the 

governance model: 

Containing organizational

structure for operation and 

support with a central back 
office and local front offices. 

Develoing processes for 

operations, maintenance and 

and further development of 

the platform.

Implementation:

… of the governance model 

and go-live of the platform.

Training of front officers. 

Go-live procedure (Check and 
Approve)



The Dataverse Application

• Sandbox for training purposes

• Test stage established to ensure a 
stable solution for the production 
environment
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DeiC Dataverse Governance model
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Roles and responsibilities… 
Client, owner and supplier 
perspective

• Client: the universities as users of a 
national service

• Owner: describes the relations between 
customer, owner and supplier

• Supplier: describes an university as supplier 
of a national solution



DeiC Dataverse Governance model

Support process (0-4. line support)

• End-user

• Local support at the university (0-1. line at client)

• Central support (2.-3. line at supplier)

• External support (4. line)
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DeiC Dataverse Governance model

Change process 

• Request for changes from local support at the 
universities

• DeiC DM Backoffice -> DeiC Board of Directors

• Supplier, (inter)national community or external 
experts 
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One Trusted Data Repository for 
Eight Universities:

Lessons learned so far



DeiC Dataverse
One Trusted Data Repository for Eight Universities:

Lessons learned so far

1. Dataverse in a nutshell

2. Training for Front Offices and Local Support Units

3. Roles and Permissions

4. All about Metadata

5. Towards a National Dataverse Network



DeiC Dataverse
Dataverse in a nutshell

Illustrations: Patrick Hochstenbach (University of Gent, Belgium)
The Open Science Training Handbook http://book.fosteropenscience.eu/en/

http://book.fosteropenscience.eu/en/


dataverse.org

Metadata

DOI’s

Files

Licenses

https://dataverse.org/
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Models for local support at the universities

Required Recommended Extended

Administration

Curation

User support

Training

Network

Collaboration

Ressources 
(estimate)

0.20 FTE / 1000 users 0.50 FTE / 1000 users additional 0.20 FTE / unit

Named superuser for university’s
Dataverse collection

Compliance with common terms of use
for DeiC Dataverse

‘Single point of contact’ for university’s
users

Guidelines in accordance with university’s
policies and procedures

Member of national network for DeiC
Dataverse

Collaboration with DeiC regarding the 
future development of the service

Superusers for faculty / department
Dataverse collections

Metadata validation and enrichment

Incorporated into university’s general 
support for research data management

Aligned with existing training for research 
data management

Part of university’s networks for research 
data management

Collaboration on specific use cases

Superusers for local Dataverse collections
for individual research groups / projects

Discipline-specific curation and quality
assurance of data and metadata

Customized support for individual
departments / research groups / projects

Discipline-specific guidelines and training

Cooperation with discipline-specific
networks

Design of custom solutions for discipline-
specific use cases



DeiC Dataverse
Training for Front Offices and Local Support Units

DeiC Dataverse Sandbox: u-dataverse.ku.dk

Monthly online training sessions:

➢ First steps for regular users

➢ Awareness points for Curators

➢ Tasks for administrators

Network in Teams:

➢ Provide feedback

➢ Discuss use cases

➢ Develop best practices







DeiC Dataverse
Roles and Permissions

Will you require approval for the publication of 
datasets?

Will you allow users to manage access rights?

Will you let users define the reuse conditions for their 
datasets?

Will you place the responsibilities for long-term 
maintenance of the datasets on your users’ shoulders?

Do you really trust your users?



DeiC Dataverse
Roles and Permissions

Disclosure of sensitive or confidential information

Copyright infringements

Deposition of data not related to research activities

Questionable research

Orphaned datasets

Sloppy metadata

Unfinished drafts

unFAIR use of DeiC Dataverse

How do we build a trusted repository?



DeiC Dataverse
All about metadata

Contributor names, roles, affiliations and ORCiD

Dataset ‘Point of Contact’

Conditions for access to restricted files

Links to related publications, datasets, software, protocols, etc.

Datasets with ‘metadata only’

Use of ReadMe files and file-level metadata

Licenses

Free-text descriptions vs. controlled vocabularies

Exposure (institutional / national / international)

http://search.datacite.org/

http://datasetsearch.research.google.com/

http://explore.openaire.eu/

http://search.datacite.org/
http://datasetsearch.research.google.com/
http://explore.openaire.eu/


DeiC Dataverse
Towards a National Dataverse Network

Share experiences and knowledge in order to:

➢ Develop common deposition guidelines

➢ Establish curation workflows

➢ Manage special collections

➢ Make use of API’s

➢ Integrate with other tools and services

➢ Close the research data lifecycle
Active

Research

Plan

Collect / 
Create

Store

Share

ReusePreserve

Process / 
Analyse

Research 

Project

https://dataverse.no/

https://dataverse.nl/https://borealisdata.ca/ https://recherche.data.gouv.fr/

https://dataverse.harvard.edu/
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