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LabGuru pilot project
• 2 year project
• Participants: Department of Biology, UCPH 

(Michael Lisby & Vibe Østergaard + 20 students, 
postdocs, and a technician)



Why replace the paper lab notebook 
with an electronic lab notebook (ELN)?



What to achieve with ELNs:
ØFacilitate better documentation of experiments 
ØBetter traceability (embedding or link to other 

electronic files)
ØImproved search ability
ØPaperless labs (GMO labs) 
ØEnable better communication between project 

members and sharing of reagents and protocols
ØPrepare students and postdocs for the world outside 

the University
ØBackup of data
ØIncrease research productivity
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What more is an ELN?
Electronic version of paper lab notebook
+ lab management:

oReagent and material inventories (chemicals, cell lines, 
DNA samples, …)

o Internal communication (meetings, conferences, …)
o Sharing of instruments (booking calendars)
oAdded value: weekly digests
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How we made it work?

a) 100% commitment
b) Knowledge database
c) Local files still allowed
d) Follow-up meeting (every) month



Administration of projects

• Vibe and Michael set up projects and add 
members to the projects:

Flavopiridol
Xin Shao BRCA2-B56

Vasileios Voutsinos
Sara Ambjørn

FANCM-B56
Sara Ambjørn

Dpb11-BiFC
Oliver Quevedo
André Brannvoll

Glc7 analog
Oliver Quevedo

GFP-UFBs
André Brannvoll
Oliver Quevedo

Rdh54-KIN
Giedre Bacinskaja

ZGRF1
André Brannvoll



Assigning Projects, Folders and 
Experiments (privileges)



Assigning Projects, Folders and 
Experiments



Signing and Witnessing an Experiment



Signing and Witnessing an Experiment



Tags



Knowledge database



LabGuru evaluation

Pro
• Easy setup and use
• Many functionalities
• Easy sharing and 

looking over the 
shoulder

• Editable



LabGuru evaluation
Cons
• Downtime
• Expensive
• Slow response time
• Privileges cumbersome 

to manage

• Slow access from 
mobile devices (iPad 
and mobile phones)

• Slow response from 
helpdesk

• Some minor annoying 
issues (label printing, 
limiting searches, show 
tube content, …)



Preliminary conclusions on LabGuru

1. There is a potential for running and 
documenting research project more 
efficiently.

2. Some improvements and developments still 
required. 

3. LabGuru is relatively complicated and 
expensive for an academic setting (double 
signing/witnessing, ordering, etc).


